
Yearly overviews NC hyperlink 

 

Year 1 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Cycle 1 
 

Topic Title 

London Transport 
How can I get around 
London? 

Need to know: 
 -what types of transport 
people can use to get around 
London; 
-identify key human features 
such as canals, train lines, 
tube stations, the river 
Thames and tourist 
destinations such as Big Ben, 
London Eye, Tower of London 
and Hyde Park; 
-identify the symbols for the 
Tube, Rail and major features 

London’s Burning 
Could the great fire of 
London happen today? 

Need to know: 
-why did the fire spread so 
quickly? 
-the fire actually ended the 
plague 
-how did the fire affect the 
people of London? 
-that the Monument is 
dedicated to London which rose 
from the ashes of the fire 
 

Where I live 
What is my local area 
like? 

Need to know: 
-the climate in the UK is 
temperate- based on its 
position on the globe 
-human and physical 
features of London vs a 
rural spot 
 -look at the wildlife 
which manages to 
survive in and around a 
city, compared to 
countryside 

 

Here and There 
Would you rather live 
in… or. .? 

Need to know: 
-four countries and 
capital cities in the UK 
-seas surrounding each 
of the four nations 
-famous human and 
physical features of each 
country 

Going to the Zoo 
Should we see animals in 
zoos or in the wild? 

Need to know: 
-instances of animal escapes 
and how it changed zoos 
-how animals were treated in 
the past (made to wear 
sweaters, small cages, 
inadequate understanding of 
needs etc) compared to now 

Whole School 
Topic 

  

Cycle 2 Toys 
Do we play the same toys 
as our grandparents? 

Need to know: 

-No tablets or internet in our 

grandparents’ time 
-Types of toys in the past 100 
years 
-How a child’s playtime was 
different to today 

 

Hot and Cold Places 
What should I pack for an 
adventure to...? 

Need to know: 
-the equator is where warmer, 
tropical countries are located 

-the equator runs round the 
centre of the globe 

-colder places are at the poles 

-cold climate biomes such as 
tundra, taiga  
-warm climate biomes such as 
desert, tropical rainforest 

Kings and Queens 
Do Kings and Queens 
have rules to follow? 

Need to know: 
-Henry VIII was popular 
but had a lot of wives 

-Henry’s daughter was 
Elizabeth I  
-Spanish Armada 

-Elizabeth sent Sir 
Francis Drake to discover 
new worlds. 

A Sailor went to 
Sea Sea Sea 

What makes a good 
explorer? 

Need to know: 
- Sir Francis Drake set 
out to find new worlds 
for Elizabeth I 
-world’s 7 continents 
and 5 oceans 

 

At the Seaside 
Is the city more exciting 
than the seaside? 

Need to know: 
- human and physical features 
of the seaside 

-human and physical features 
of the city 

 

Whole School 
Topic 

 

Science Plants Seasonal Changes Animals including 
Humans 

Everyday Materials Light/Sound 
(this is an extra unit and is no 
longer compulsory at ks1-
consider deepening a 
previous unit from the year if 
needed) 

Sc1 

DT/Art  DT-Mechanisms: 
Wheels/Axles 

 Art-Draw/Collage  DT: Structures   Art: Printing/Painting  Art-Drawing/digital DT- Fruit and 
vegetables 

Music 
Cycle 1 

Sounds interesting- developing children’s ability to identify 
different sounds and use them expressively 

The long and short of it- develop children’s ability to 
discriminate between longer and shorter sounds and 
use them to create own sequences 

Exploring pulse and rhythm- develop children’s 
ability to recognize and play rhythms and pulses 
from well-known songs 

Music 
cycle 2 

Exploring pitch- discriminate between higher and lower sounds 
and understand the soh/me interval 
 

What’s the score?- develop children’s ability to 
recognize different ways sounds are made and how 
they can be changed 

Rhythm- developing children’s ability to read and 
play rhythmic phrases confidently and explore the 

mood of recorded music 

RE  Concept: Thanking  

Harvest and Sukkot 

 Concept: Journey’s end 
Nativity journeys 

 Concept: 

Remembering 
Passover 

 Concept: Welcoming 

Palm Sunday 

 Concept: Authority  

Key events in Jesus’ life 

Concept: Special   

Special places  

PE Multiskills Gymnastics Dance Ball skills Throwing and catching Athletics 

 

https://www.gov.uk/national-curriculum/key-stage-1-and-2

